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After graduating from the University of Adelaide Medical School, South Australia, Dr Cleary trained
in Internal Medicine and Medical Oncology at the Royal Adelaide Hospital and then doing three
years of opioid pharmacology research at the University of Adelaide. He moved to the UW in 1994,
where he has developed a Palliative Care Clinic Program, from which he has recently stepped aside
as Medical Director. He has global connections in Cancer Pain and Palliative Care, evidence by the
releases of the recent Global Opioid Policy Initiative publications for Africa, Asia, the Caribbean
and Latin America, India, and the Middle East. He was a Faculty Scholar of the Open Society
Institute’s Project on Death in America and the 2004 President of the American Academy of
Hospice and Palliative Medicine. He serves as a North American Editor of Palliative Medicine, the
Research Journal of the European Association of Palliative Care. He has served as Program Director
of Cancer Control at the UW Carbone Cancer Center. His current grant funding is from the National
Cancer Institute’s Global Health Institute, the Open Society Institute and LIVESTRONG. He serves
as the University of Wisconsin’s Principal Investigator for the National Institute of Nursing
Research funded grant, Building a Palliative Care Research Network.



